Chapter Twenty
THE  SPHINX  STRIKES
AT THE TIME OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE THREE INTERNATIONALS
in Berlin, the then Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet
Union, Grigori Chicherin, was stopping in Berlin with Lit-
vinov, who at the time was his first assistant and was later
to succeed him. They were on their way to the International
Economic Conference in Genoa, where a few days later the
Germans and Russians were to startle the world by the
Treaty of Rapallo, just as they did by their non-aggression
pact in August 1939. I had met Litvinov several times in
Copenhagen in 1920, and I now had several opportunities
of meeting Chicherin. One of these occasions was a tea-party
which he gave to the representatives of the foreign Press in
the rooms of the Soviet Embassy, which had formerly been
the Imperial Russian Embassy, in Unter den Linden. The
tea and other refreshments were served on china which still
bore the double eagle and the monogram of Nicholas II.
Chicherin, descended from an old aristocratic family which
had held important posts under Catherine the Great, had
the bearing of a professional diplomat, and was far in
advance of most of his European colleagues where intelligence
and cunning were required. He spoke English, French and
German with equal fluency.
I also met the German parties to the Rapallo coup. Dr
Walter Rathenau, so far the first and last Jewish Minister
of the German Reich, whose policy of co-operation with
Russia Hitler emulated seventeen years later, in the late
summer of 1939, invited the Press representatives to tea in the
Chancellery. The following day he was due to leave for Genoa.
Rathenau had graduated into politics from the business
world. Like his father before him, he had run the Allgemeine
Elektrizitatsgesellschaft, one of Germany's biggest concerns,
for some time. He was tall and strongly built, with a large
bald head and a tiny pointed beard, and he delivered us a
lecture on the economic position of Europe and of Germany
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